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- 0 Introduction

The basic characteristics of Hungarian vowel harmony are well known - the data introduced
in the pioneering work of Vagd (1975,1976) has been subjected to a large number of analyses.
In this paper I will assume the reader to be tamiliar with this literature and with the basic
data concerning ‘binary’ suffixes such as the dative nak/nek. (For an overview, see v.d. Hulst
1985 or Siptar 1984).

In Section 1, I will exemplify a number of additional facts concerning the harmonie be-
havior of ‘ternary’ suffixes such as the allative hoz/hez/héz and ‘quaternary’ suffixes such as
the accusative at/et/ot/dt. Quaternary suffixes, presented here for the first time, appear to
be problematic both for the standard accounts and for the more recent theory of underspec-
ification. Ternary suffixes, although discussed by Véagé (1975), have largely been ignored
in the subsequent literature — here the familiar data concerning binary and ternary suffixes
will be reorganized along the lines dictated by the new facts,

Section 2 gives an autosegmental account of the harmonie patterns in Hungarian. The
use of a single diacritic feature, a ‘floating -U’ will make it possible to treat the regular and
the exceplional patterns together. Negative feature values and core specification are used
anly for the exceptional cases — the basic system uses only single-valued features thal leave
no room for underspecification. The analysis brings into sharp relief a hitherto unnoticed
parallelism between high and mid vowels that extends even to the exceptional cases.

Section 3 discusses the behavior of neutral vowels. The status of neutral vowels in har
mony systems is problematic for autosegmental theory in general, and the present treatment
is no exception. As we shall see, each vowel in Hungarian can show ‘regular’ or ‘exceptional’
behavior, and the exceptional forms can be derived by the same rules as the regular forms
by adding a single diacritic to the underlying representation of exceptional stem vowels. In
neutral vowels we can observe a third kind of behavior, so we will have to adjust the under-
lying representations in an extraordinary fashion (namely, by core-specification) to account
for the two kinds of ‘abstract’ i and e.

In the presentation of the data, the emphasis will be shifted from vacillating stems to
exceptional, but non-vacillating stems. The reasons for this shift are methodological. The
exceptional *Class I' and ‘Class IV’ stems show the same unambiguous behavior irrespective
of sentence stress, syntactic environment, register, ete. for every speaker of standard Hun-
garian. In the phonological study of vacillation it would be necessary to control for all of
these factors, and perhaps for others as well. The existing literature, based largely on anec-
dotal evidence, is of little help here, as it makes no systematic distinction between dialect
mixture, vacillation in production, and varying degrees of acceptance. In fact, empirical
work on vacillating stems is still in its infancy!, while the information on exceptionality is
readily available from standard dictionaries.
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Macken, Adam Nadasdy, Livia Polanyi, and Péter Siptar for their comments and criticisms on various
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I3 !For the first steps this direction, see Kontra and Ringen 1985,1986.
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